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mentioned, they used the word ahura to mean " lord " or
" god/' but it is ^ significant to note that daeva denoted evil
spirits. The various nations of the Mesopotamian area had
many gods in common, but their different interpretations of
the speculative philosophy of life soon led them into differ-
ent paths of religious thought and application. Zoroaster's
doctrine helped to widen this breach when he made the evil
spirits appear in the Avesta as daevas. In India the con-
ception of asura gradually became a god of reverence and
fear with an awful divine character, while deva became more
friendly in its meaning and kinder to humans. Zoroaster,
however, looking upon the daevas as upstarts who were
gradually ousting the original position of the Asuras, elevated
the latter and added the epithet Mazdao, the "wise," to their
name. Thus arose the Persian Ahuro Mazdao, which in time
became Ormazd, the " Wise Lord," the " All-father." The
ddevas, in inverse ratio, became enemies of the gods. In
India, as we have seen, the exact opposite had taken place,
and thus the curious difference of meaning is brought about.

It is often said that the word asura means " not-god," the
negative " a " being prefixed to sura, which means " god."
This, however, is incorrect, the exact opposite being the
case. When the Asuras had become the enemies of the gods,
the word sura was formed as meaning the opposite of asura.

Turning now to the terms Daitya and Danava, we find
that Daitya means " descendant of Diti." Diti is a female
deity mentioned in the Rig-Veda and Atharva-Veda, whose
particular nature was apparently little known. She is usually
regarded as the sister of Aditya, to whom she probably owes
her existence (cf. the way in which sura was formed from
asura). The name Aditya*is used as a metronymic from Aditi
to denote some of the most important deities; thus their
enemies were named Daityas after Diti.

According to the Hahabhdrata (i, 65) the Asura race
was derived from five daughters of Dakshaj son of Brahma.
Of these daughters two were Aditi and Diti. A third was
Danu, from whom the name Danava is derived. Thus the
close relationship of the three terms will be realised, although
it is only the word asura that may have an ancient extraneous
history.

In the Ocean of Story the Asuras, Daityas and Danavas
are, with few exceptions, represented as the enemies of the
gods. In Book VHI, however, where the terras asura and